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Challenges facing purchasing organizations 

Related to 
Program  
GUIDANCE 
• Policy inconsistency 

• Lack of program guidance 

• Product label growth & gaps 

•  Inertia of standard practices 

Related to 
Performance 
MEASUREMENT 
• No standard methodology 

• Silo-ed accounting practices 

• No standard process  

• Software not optimized 

• Lack of ROI for program 
 

Related to  
Leadership 
RECOGNITION 
• No recognition framework 

• No professional distinction 

• Lacking multi-sector forum 
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Green Products Roundtable 

National Policy Questions  
1.  What is a credible green claim? 
2.  What is a green product? 
 



Green Products Roundtable 
Universities 
• American University 
• University of Michigan  
• University of Minnesota  
 
Additional Participants 
•  3M 
• Ashkin Group  
• Big Room  
• DEKRA  
• Five Winds International  
• Greencurement 
•  ISEAL Alliance  
• Office Depot  
• The Overbrook Foundation  
• Responsible Purchasing Network  
• Shaw Industries  
• Weyerhaeuser  
•  and others… 
 

Federal, State & Local Government 
• General Services Administration 
• U.S. Department of Energy 
• U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
• National Institute of Standards and Technology 
• National Association of State Procurement Officers 
• City of Santa Monica  
 

Environmental Groups 
• Rainforest Alliance 
• World Resources Institute 
• World Wildlife Fund 
 

Ecolabels 
• Green Electronics Council (EPEAT) 
• Green Seal  
• UL Environment  
• GreenGuard 
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Green Products Roundtable 
“What is a green product?” 

PRODUCT 
CATEGORIES 

IMPACT 
REDUCTION 
OPTIONS 



Green Products Roundtable 
“What is a green product?” 

SCIENTISTS 
PURCHASING 
POLICYMAKERS 

Life cycle 
environmental 
impacts of 
products 

Attributes 
Standards 
Ecolabels 
Other impact reduction 
options 



Green Products Roundtable 
Insight: Analysis and prioritization are key. 

purchasing  
categories 5 

64% of total  
spending 

83% of estimated  
impacts 





Economically 
Sustainable 
Purchasing 
 

Environmentally 
Sustainable  
Purchasing 
 

Socially  
Sustainable 
Purchasing 
 

Enables prosperity Enables inclusion Enables protection 

Sustainable Purchasing 
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Founders Circle as of July 23, 2013 

City of  
Portland, OR 

City of San 
Francisco, CA 

City of  
Washington, DC 

State of  
California DGS 

State of  
Minnesota PCA, MMD 

U.S. DEPARTMENT 
of AGRICULTURE 



Founders Circle as of July 23, 2013 

Institutional 
Purchasers 

Suppliers 

Market  
Advisors 

Apex Clean Energy 
CarbonNeutral Co. 
Dell 
Domtar 
EcoLab 
FedEx 
Office Depot 
SciQuest 
Waste Management 

American University 
Arizona State University 
City of Portland, OR 
City of San Francisco, CA 
City of Washington, DC 
Emory University 
King County, WA 
Portland Community College 
Michigan State University 
State of California 
State of Minnesota 
US Dept of Agriculture 

CIPS Sustainability Index 
DEKRA 
FairTradeUSA 
GreenCircle Certified 
SCS Global Services 
Social Hotspots Database Project 
UL Environment 



Strategic Partners as of July 23, 2013 

Sustainable Food Lab 
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Could we collaborate to 
launch a shared program...? 



Pursue leadership. 



Prioritize strategic action. 



First buy less. 
Then buy better. 



Build on existing guidance. 



Respect current processes. 



Analyze 

Action Plan 

Implement 

Measure 
Results 

Standard 
Procurement 
Process 
 

Requirements 
Development 

Assess 
Market 

Invite Supplier 
Offers 

Select 
Supplier 

Agree to 
Terms 

Manage 
Contract 

Spend 
Management 
Process 
 



Iterate. Iterate. Iterate. 



Summit Goals 
1. Build consensus around 

mission, vision, and values. 

2. Finalize the governance of 
the Council. 

3. Finalize Work Plan for 
2013-2014. 

4. Formalize the Council’s 
Principles for Leadership 
in Sustainable Purchasing 



Within 12 months… 
1.  Final version of Definition & Principles of 

Leadership in Sustainable Purchasing 
2.  Guidance and training on spend-related 

impact assessment methods 
3.  An early draft of Action Planning guidance 
4.   Solicitation-ready guidance for several 

high priority product/service categories 
5.  A support infrastructure for the community 

of practice. 
 



Within 2 years… 
1.  Refined Action Planning guidance and 

accompanying tools 
2.   Solicitation-ready guidance for a number 

of common product/service categories 
3.  An API that will for eProcurement, ERP and 

other software vendors; and 
4.  Pilot-ready version of rating system v1.0 
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The Demand Engine of the Economy 
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http://www.whitehouse.gov/administration/eop/ceq/sustainability 



www.standards.gov 



www.epa.gov/greenerproducts 
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Dr. Anastasia O’Rourke 
Co-Chair and International Liaison, SPLC 
Principal, DEKRA Sustainability & Performance Excellence 
 
Email:   anastasia.orourke@dekra.com  
Skype:   anastasia_or 
Based in:  New Haven, CT, USA (East Coast USA) 
 
Report:  UNEP: State of Sustainable  

Public Procurement Report 2012 
www.unep.fr/scp/procurement  

 



 3  Panel Conversation 

Alison Kinn Bennett, US Environmental Protection Agency 

Chris O’Brien, American University 

Jason Pearson, Sustainable Purchasing Leadership Council 

Yalmaz Siddiqui, Office Depot 

Joel Makower, GreenBiz Group (moderator) 


